
Resilience at 
USGBC





re·sil·ience
/rəˈzilyəns/

“the ability to prepare and plan for, 
absorb, recover from, and more 
successfully adapt to adverse events.”

USGBC joined with other industry 
leaders to broadly define the term 
resilience in 2014.

https://www.usgbc.org/resources/industry-statement-resilience


✓ Inherently, high performing buildings and facilities 
that use fewer off-site resources will be better 
positioned to withstand and bounce back from 
adverse events.

Even the earliest versions of LEED promoted 
many of today's most common building 
resilience strategies



✓ Determine resilience priority based on potential major 
threats to community, priorities for hazard mitigation, 
existence of a community resilience plan, etc.

All resilience is contextual. USGBC's green 
building programs can support achieving 
defined project goals.





LEED + Resilience

➢ LEED promotes resilience in building design, construction and operation.

➢ LEED Climate Resilience Screening Tool evaluates resilience potential of each 
credit + identifying potential opportunities.

➢ UT San Antonio study found that most v4 credits help to increase resilience 
among several natural disasters

➢ More: Resilience Pathway, Resilience Brief, Resilience Pilot Credits

https://new.usgbc.org/leed
https://www.usgbc.org/resources/leed-climate-resilience-screening-tool
https://portal.nibs.org/files/wl/?id=672qjV0PmTXTtR8SqPwPP2DYyh97RcXK
https://www.usgbc.org/education/sessions/learning-pathway-road-resilience-11313345
https://www.usgbc.org/resources/resilient-design-usgbc-offers-sustainability-tools-enhance-resilience


LEED + Climate Resilience

https://www.usgbc.org/resources/green-building-and-climate-resilience-
understanding-impacts-and-preparing-changing-conditi

https://www.usgbc.org/resources/leed-climate-resilience-screening-tool

https://www.usgbc.org/resources/green-building-and-climate-resilience-understanding-impacts-and-preparing-changing-conditi
https://www.usgbc.org/resources/leed-climate-resilience-screening-tool


Examples of Resilient LEED Buildings

https://www.usgbc.org/resources/profiles-resilience-leed-practice

https://www.usgbc.org/resources/profiles-resilience-leed-practice

